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.the maid undid the cap and broached it. When the old king had
mixed a bowl of this vintage, he poured a little out, with earnest
prayers to Athene, Daughter of Zeus who wears the aegis.
They made their libations and quenched their thirst, after
which the rest went off to their several quarters for the night,
But the Gerenian horseman Nestor arranged for King Odysseus'
son Telemachus to sleep at the palace itself, on a wooden bed-
stead in the echoing portico, with Peisistratus beside him; for
that young spearman and captain was the only unmarried son
left to him in the home. The king himself retired to rest in his
room at-the back of the high building, where the queen his wife
made bed and bedding ready for him.
When tender Dawn had brushed the sky with her rose-tinted
hands, Gerenian Nestor got up from his bed, went out, and
seated himself on a smooth bench of white marble, which stood,
gleaming with polish, in front of his lofty doors. Here Neleus
once had sat and proved himself a rival of the gods in wisdom;
but he had long since met his doom and gone to Hades' Halls.
So now Gerenian Nestor sat there in his turn, sceptre in hand, a
Warden of the Achaean race. His sons all came from their rooms
and gathered round him, Echephron and Stratius, Perseus and
Aretus, and the noble Thrasymedes. The young lord Peisistratus
came last and made the sixth. Prince Telemachus was ushered to
a seat at their side; and Nestor the Gerenian charioteer now
made his wishes known:
^ Bestir yourselves, my dear sons, and help me to pay my de-
votions to Athene, who of all gods has the first claim upon them,
since it was she who made herself manifest to me at our sumptu-
ous banquet. Go, one of you, to the meadows for a heifer, and
get her here without delay, telling the man in charge of the herd
to drive her up. And one go down to Prince Telemachus' ship
and bring all his crew along but two; while another summons
the goldsmith Lacrces to the house to gild the heifer's horns.
The rest of you stay with me here, and tell the servants indoors
to prepare a feast in the palace and to fetch seats, and wood to
go round the altar, and a supply of fresh water/

